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A Message from our Headteacher 
 

Dear parents, friends, and families, 
A very warm welcome to Bainbridge Church of England Primary and Nursery School! Bainbridge School is nestled in a small, traditional 
village in the heart of Wensleydale and boasts outstanding views of the surroundings. The school was originally built in 1964 and has 
undergone an extension and various improvements since then.  At Bainbridge, we are proud to offer a modern and well-equipped 
early-years environment for children aged between 3 and 5 which has recently been extensively refurbished to a very high standard. 
Our experienced early years practitioners are fully qualified teachers and are supported by teaching assistants who are extremely 
knowledgeable about early years education and early child development.  As part of a school-setting, our foundation stage is also well 
placed for ensuring a smooth transition into full-time school. 
Bainbridge School is part of a three-way federation with Askrigg and West Burton Primary Schools and, as such, the nursery serves the 
communities of all three villages as well other surrounding villages.  Our early years and key stage one children are all taught together 
at Bainbridge School. KS2 children are then taught at both Askrigg and West Burton.  This enables us to take advantage of the expertise 
of our staff, give our children broader and richer social experiences within their age groups, and teach the children in mixed-age groups 
which are more conducive to an excellent education.  This has also enabled us to extend and develop our early years setting under 
consultation with Huddersfield’s ‘Early Excellence’ centre to form part of a tailored EYFS and 
Key Stage one environment. Working closely with Headteachers in our area, we developed a 
Wensleydale early years development plan which has resulted in newly updated ‘outdoor 
learning environments’ that include a mud kitchen an all-weather roof and gazebo.                                        
 
You are very warmly invited to come and visit our school and we look forward to meeting you.  
 
Kind regards,                                                                                                                                                                               

 
Charlotte Harper 
Executive Headteacher 
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General Information 
 
We welcome you and your child to our school and hope that your child will be very happy here.   
Our contact details are: 
 
Bainbridge Church of England Primary School 
Bainbridge 
Leyburn 
North Yorkshire 
DL8 3EL 
 
Telephone: 01969 650336 
 
Email: admin@bainbridge.n-yorks.sch.uk 
School Website:  www.b-a-wb.co.uk  
Type of school: Primary (federation) – 4-11 years 
Head Teacher: Miss Charlotte Harper 
Chair of Governors: Mr Derek Walpole 
Local Education Authority: North Yorkshire 
 
 

mailto:admin@bainbridge.n-yorks.sch.uk
http://www.b-a-wb.co.uk/
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Meet your new teachers 
 
              Mrs Natasha Johnson EYFS                       Mrs Pauline Iveson EYFS/KS1 TA                    Mrs Ann Gamble KS1 TA                                   Mrs Jill Loughlin EYFS 

 
                                               Mrs Lisa Baldwin EYFS KS1                                   Mrs Leanne Middleton EYFS                                     Mrs Julie Fawcett ATA 
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Early Years Foundation Stage One (Nursery) 
 
 
Our modern nursery provides a happy and stimulating environment for our children.  The hours of Nursery provision we offer are:  
 

o 9:00am – 12:00pm  
o 12:30pm – 3:30pm 

 
Children can be collected at 12:00pm, 1:00pm, or 3:30pm depending on preference and entitlement.  
 
Children are welcome to stay for lunch. There is a charge of £2 per child per day for lunch irrespective of entitled or taken hours as this 
covers the cost of the meal. 
 
Children who have used their weekly allocation of hours and stay until 1:00pm, will be charged an additional £3 (30 minutes of 
provision between 12:30pm and 1:00pm). Children who have not used their weekly allocation of hours will not be charged this 
additional £3.   

 
Children are welcome to join our nursery from the term following their third birthday.  For example, a child whose birthday is in 
January would start after Easter; a child whose birthday is in June would start in September.  Once you have registered with us, we will 
contact you during the term prior to your child starting so that we can plan an effective transition. Mrs Johnston will also make a 
number of visits to your child’s current setting (if they attend one currently) and may also arrange a home visit so that the children can 
meet her in their home setting prior to starting nursery. 
 
All 3 and 4-year-old children are eligible for 15 hours Nursery provision per week.  Information explaining how to check your eligibility, 
and register for an additional 15 hours provision (30 in total) can be found at:  
 
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 
 
 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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Arriving at School 
Children are welcome to arrive from 8:45am and we encourage parents to bring their children into school, help them settle, sign-in, 
chat to teachers and generally be part of the start to their child’s day.  
 
 

Access and Entry 
For the safety of all our children, our play area gate and entrance door are kept closed 
at all times, except first thing in the morning as you are dropping your child off.  Please 
use the side gate to enter the nursery when you collect your children.  Parents 
dropping off after this time must report directly to reception which is staffed every 
morning.  
 

 

Settling In  
All children are different 
– some settle easily and 
part confidently from 
their carer; others take longer.  Please feel free to discuss your child’s 
needs if you think they are experiencing, or are likely to 
experience difficulties leaving you in the morning.  Sometimes, it is 
easier for both you and your child if you are able to leave sooner rather 
than later. We will always ring parents if your child experiences problems 
settling after you have left, and will try to ring with updates if your child 
was unsettled as you left – we know how hard this can be, especially if 
you are leaving your child for the first time.  

 

 
 



 7 

Home-School Links  
There is no-one that knows a child as well as his / her parents and as such we value a strong relationship between home and school 
and the fostering of effective communication channels. Every child has a home-school link book in which you are invited to write 
anything you feel is relevant about your child, or information which you think we should or might like to know. Examples may relate to 
your child’s particular achievements (she fastened her coat by herself yesterday); useful information which may have an impact on 
your child at school (the guinea pig died last night); things that have happened at home which we can talk about in school (a visit to 
family at the weekend or a new baby on the way); or any other useful information. Equally, we will 
write relevant information in the books for you to read at home. In nursery, these books are read 
every day in school but are not intended to replace face-to-face communication. You are very 
welcome to spend time in the morning or at home-time talking to staff in our setting and you can 
pick up the phone or email staff at any time. Please remember that the Headteacher, though not in 
school at all times, is always contactable at any of our federation schools.   
 

Going Home 
Children will only be dismissed to a known or named adult.  If there is an emergency and you are 
unable to collect your child, please ring the school and let us know.  We will only let a child go home 
with an authorised person.  You will be asked to fill in contact details of any adult who may regularly collect your child.  

 
If in doubt, we will not allow your child to go home until you or a named member of your family 
has been contacted.   
 

Snacks 
Snacks are available and the children usually sit down together during snack time.  Children 
may choose to have either milk or water and / or a piece of fruit.  Children are free to take a 
drink whenever they feel thirsty.  Some children may choose more than one drink and others 
might not eat at all during a particular session, although we do encourage them to drink 
something.  The children are also encouraged to try new tastes during their snack time. 
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Dress 
Nursery children are encouraged to dress and undress themselves as much as they are able.  This gives them a sense of pride and 
independence, as they are able to dress up and put on aprons for painting or water play.  Please dress your child in clothes that they 
can take down quickly if they need the toilet in a hurry.   
 

Footwear 
When the ground is wet, children will change into waterproofs and wellies to play outside.  It is a great 
help to your child’s independence if they wear school shoes which they can take off and put on by 
themselves. 
 
Cloth or canvas shoes (pumps / plimsolls) are not really suitable for school-wear as they are often difficult 
for children to put on unaided.  Also, they are not designed to support a child’s feet in the same way that 
school shoes are.  This can slow a child’s mobility development, meaning they may fall more often and 
find running difficult as their shoes slip around on their feet. 
 
Although we have lots of pairs of wellies in school, children 
may bring their own, clearly named wellies to wear.  Children 
who come to school in wellies will need indoor shoes to 
change into. 
  

 

Uniform 
If you wish, small size school sweatshirts are available to order, as are soft pull-on jogging 
bottoms.  Our uniform is supplied by School Trends and you can order via their website 
(www.schooltrends.co.uk) at any time.  Please make sure all clothing is named, 

especially coats and shoes, as we often have more than one of each type and as we all 

know, these can be quite expensive.   

http://www.schooltrends.co.uk/
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Spare Clothes  

Although we have a small stock of spare clothes, children much prefer to have their own clothes (particularly underwear) to change 
into if necessary.  Please ensure children have a complete set of spare clothes, suitable for the season, in a bag on their peg, e.g. shorts 
and t-shirt, pants and socks, pull-on trousers or skirts, tights, and tops.  
 
As part of our Intimate Care Policy children are encouraged to change themselves, as far as possible, in the event of a small accident, 
although an adult known to them will be close at hand to help (please refer to our ‘Intimate Care’ policy).  It would be very helpful to 
your child if you help them to prepare for school by encouraging them to dress themselves, especially pants and socks, although we do 
not expect small children to be able to fasten open ended zips or buttons.  
 

Toileting  
Most children are fully toilet trained by the time they join us in the Foundation Stage.  However, 
for a number of possible reasons, some children have not reached this milestone.  Please do not 
worry if your child is not there yet.  We will work closely with you to support them until they are. 
 
If your child may need changing during a session please ensure they have lots of extra sets of 
pants (and other appropriate clothing), or pull-ups or nappies and wipes, as we know some 
products can cause an allergic reaction on some children. 
 
Please note: we do not keep a stock of pull-ups or nappies in school.  

 

Dummies 
We recognise the comforting effect of dummies for some children and latest research suggests 
that their use at night time, when sleeping, reduces risk of cot death. However, we aim to always 
offer children comfort at nursery and it is widely established that dummies during waking hours 
can inhibit social and speech development. Therefore, we would ask children to keep their 
dummy in their bag during nursery hours, leaving it available for when they are picked up. 
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Things to bring to school 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water bottle.  

Wellies: we play 
outside in all weathers. 

Spare clothes and underwear: just in 
case you get wet in water-play or have 
an accident.  

Winter hats, sun hats, 
gloves.  

A bag to carry 
everything in.    



The BAWB Federation  
Bainbridge, Askrigg, and West Burton Primary Schools 

Mid-Dale Excellence in Education 

Executive Headteacher: Miss Charlotte L. Harper 
  

How you can help your child   
  
• Encourage and praise them because they need to feel successful.   
• Look at their work and help them where necessary.  
• Come into school whenever you can - such as assemblies, open days, etc. - children really love to see you in school.   
• Always encourage your child to take pride in their work.  
• Take time to share a book with them - take them to the library regularly.  Talk about what they are reading at school.   
• Encourage good manners and respect at all times to everyone in and out of school.  

 

How you can help your school   
• Ensure that all contact information is up to date. 

• Make sure that we are aware of any medical problems.  

• Let us know immediately if your child is absent.   

• Let us know if you have a change in home circumstances - this information will be kept confidential. 

• Make sure your child is in school on time every day.   

• Send your child into school in the correct school uniform.   

• Send your child in with their PE kits.   

• Ensure that reading books are returned to school daily.   

• Make sure that everything is named clearly.   

• Check your child's hair regularly.   
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Early Years Foundation Stage Two (Reception) 
 
The year in which your child becomes five is now called Foundation Stage 2, also known as their ‘Reception’ year.  
Reception children attend school full-time, i.e. from 8:45am until 3.30pm daily, and remain in the Foundation Stage room for the 
whole day. This enables to provide high quality, dedicated EYFS provision throughout your child’s reception year in a bespoke EYFS 
setting.  
 
During the preceding half term the nursery children will have the opportunity to extend their session and stay in school for lunch and 
playtime for a number of sessions and then stay all afternoon to aid their transition into full-time school. Where necessary, any child’s 
progress into full time education can be tailored to suit their individual needs. 
 
Children in Reception wear school uniform and they continue to follow the EYFS curriculum at a level appropriate to individual needs. 
We have the benefit of ensuring a smooth and seamless transition period (as we are a school setting) and can therefore tailor our 
curriculum to your child’s needs at a bespoke level.  
 
 
 

Letters and Sounds (Phonics) 
 
In September 2008, the Government stipulated that all Foundation Stage 2 children (Reception) must be taught phonics in a systematic 
way.  We will provide information to you on a regular basis and invite you in for information-sharing sessions to help you support your 
child’s learning at home.  
During this stage children learn 40+ sounds which make up the English sound system.  These sounds help children to break words into 
recognisable ‘chunks’ for reading and spelling. Children will also learn ‘tricky’ words – these are words which don’t follow simple 
phonic rules e.g. ‘she’, ‘and’, ‘I’.  
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Reading & Reading Books 
 
As part of the natural progression through letters and sounds, children will take home support materials for phonics and collections of 
‘tricky’ words. This will enable you to support your child’s learning at home and to help them foster an interest in reading.  
 
 
 
We are pleased to be able to provide reading books for 
children to bring home when they are ready to take that step.  
Meanwhile, we encourage all children and their families to 
make use of our school library (children can borrow and return 
books at any of our libraries under one system). We encourage 
children to learn to read at a speed appropriate to their 
particular ability and interest and, as such, it is vital that 
children are not pushed too quickly through a reading scheme, 
or forced to struggle through text which is not pleasurable for 
them.  It is really important that reading success builds on 
confidence developed through a sound understanding of 
letters and sounds (phonics). The children read ‘Read Write 
Inc.’ books in school to extend their use of phonics to build 
their self-confidence in their ability to read and word-build.  
 
 
 
The key message (and one which we cannot share loudly 
enough) is that reading at home should be an absolute 
pleasure for children. If they’re too tired, or have had enough, the most effective strategy would be to read to them the old-favourite 
bedtime story. The benefits of this are infinite and well-grounded in research.  
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What does the Foundation Stage Curriculum Look Like? 
 
Over the last few years, ‘Early Years’ education has undergone huge changes.  In September 2012, the Government published a new 
Early Years document called ‘Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage’ which attempts to summarise the skills 
children would acquire from birth to around 60 months.  Not all children progress through these different skills at the same rate: 
children do not all start to walk at the same time, they do not count at the same age, nor learn to use the toilet themselves, nor do 
they talk and communicate in the same ways at the same age. The EYFS curriculum enables us to provide rich and stimulating 
experiences which meet the needs of our learners at all levels. 
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Key Areas of Learning 
 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage is split into seven key areas of learning under two main headings (‘Prime’ and ‘Specific’) which are then 
further separated into particular aspects:  
 
Prime Areas of Learning 
 

1. Communication and Language  
¶ Listening and attention  
¶ Understanding  
¶ Speaking  

  

2. Physical Development  
¶ Moving and handling  
¶ Health and self-care  
 

3. Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
¶ Self-confidence and self-awareness  
¶ Managing feelings and behaviour  
¶ Making relationships  

 

 
 
Specific Areas of Learning 
4. Literacy 
¶ Writing  
¶ Reading 
 
5. Mathematics  
¶ Numbers  

¶ Shapes, space and measures  
 

6. Understanding the World  
¶ People and communities  
¶ The world  
¶ Technology  
 

7. Art and Design  
¶ Exploring and using media and materials  
¶ Being imaginative  

  

During the Foundation Stage these areas will be developed predominantly through play.  We will build on children’s existing skills, 
preferences and interests to develop their learning and progression in all of these areas.   
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Target Tracker 
 
As professionals, we know how to assess the skills and attributes of our children according to milestones set out in this curriculum and 
we will keep you fully informed along the way. In order to support this, our web-based interactive tracking system (Target Tracker) 
allows you as parents and families to have a very active role in forming these judgements and measuring achievement. We will share 
more information about this with you when your child is due to start in our nursery. 
  
Each child’s learning journey is charted on a profile map.  This is kept up-to-date through informal assessment and observations of 
each child as (s)he works and plays.  This allows for detailed planning to support your child’s learning at an appropriate level, carefully 
matched to his / her stage of development. 
 

Special Educational Needs 
 
We recognise the importance of knowing our children really well so that we can ensure we develop their skills in all areas of learning. 
Sometimes, children may need additional support in certain areas or may have a specific learning need which may make it harder for 
them in one or more areas of their development.  
 
We are skilled and experienced professionals, able to identify needs and plan to support your child in the appropriate ways. 
Sometimes this may involve drawing on a range of expert external services and professionals to provide information, direct-support or 
guidance (e.g. Speech & Language Therapy, Educational Psychologist, Early Years Advisory Teachers). External support would never be 
requested without discussion with you and the Headteacher, alongside our school’s Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) – 
Mrs Alexa Barber. 
 
If you feel that your child requires any extra help, or are worried about his / her development in any way, please discuss this in the first 
instance with a member of nursery staff or with the Headteacher.  Similarly, if we have any concerns we will raise them straight away 
with you as parents.  
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School Lunches and Milk 
Currently, children who are in Reception (and Y1 and Y2) are eligible for a free school lunch as part of the Government’s Universal 
Infant Free School Meal initiative.  Also, up until the age of 5 years old, children receive free milk.  Once your child reaches the age of 5 
they are welcome to continue with milk, but there will be a daily charge.  This will be payable via ParentPay. 
 

And Finally… 
 
We value strong links between home and school and understand that the best way to ensure our children’s development and provide 
the best education is to communicate effectively at all times. We know that by working together we can make your child’s time at 
nursery and school a happy and successful one; creating an environment and partnership in which your child feels safe and confident 
to learn and grow. 
 

 
We look forward to welcoming you to our nursery. 

 
 

 


